      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of The Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th March 2017 in Rufford Village Hall
Present: Cllrs. Bycroft, Clarke, Cummings, Fairclough, Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham   
LCC Cllr. Dereli           
There were four  members of the public.

345/17  To receive apologies:
NONE
346/17         To consider and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16th January 2017.                
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th January 2017 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
347/17         To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
348/17       To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
The meeting was adjourned.
Mr and Mrs D Walmsley , 6, Holly Lane, Rufford spoke about criminal damage to their trees ,rear of their property in a conservation area ,on Sunday, 12th March 2017. A line of five spruce trees and a Douglas fir; one spruce tree had been felled and others including the Douglas fir had been partially sawn through. The owners immediately reported the criminal damage to the police. Case number LC 20170312/1214.  PCSO Cronshaw has been asked to investigate the case. Mr R. Jones ,tree and landscape officer, WLBC and Kevin EW Newsham, Clerk have stated if the identity of the perpetrators be established, Mr and Mrs Walmsley would support a prosecution in law.

Mr D Walmsley asked the Council if anybody had information, could they please contact him.

The meeting was reconvened.

349/17      To consider planning applications as below:

2017/0024/FUL  Hastenholm, Chapel Lane, Rufford.

Demolition of ancillary buildings and basement extension to pre approved proposal (2016/0796/FUL)

It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application. 
2017/0227/COU  Land to the rear of 221 to 227, Liverpool Road

Change of use of land to residential garden, construction of an outbuilding and formation of a pond.

It was resolved that this council  did not  support the above mentioned  application. 
2017/0122/FUL  National Trust , Rufford Old Hall  Erection of storage building containing three storage containers and open covered workshop area.

It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application. 
2017/0123/LBC  National Trust , Rufford Old Hall  Listed building consent - Erection of storage building containing three storage containers and open covered workshop area.

It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application.  
Ongoing planning appeals.

2016/0550/FUL Holly Farm 29,Holly Lane, Rufford

Planning decision granted
2017/0044/FUL  Land at the Junction with Sluice Lane, Rufford 

Plot 2 – garden room at the rear

2017/0044/FUL  Land at the junction with Sluice Lane, Rufford

Addition of a garden room to Plot 48  

2016/1191/FUL  Parklands, 70, Liverpool Road,Rufford

 Two storey rear extension

20161102/FUL  8 and 10 Holly Lane, Rufford

Single storey extensions after demolition of existing outbuildings.

2016/0788/FUL  Woodlands, Sandy Lane, Holmeswood

Single storey extension to provide conference room/office.

2016/1273/FUL  Millview House,Holmeswood Rd., Rufford

New porch/canopy.

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

350/17      To authorise payments of the following accounts:

022188  B Mawdsley Park maintenance  December 2016                    £136.00

022189  Viking Tree Services  Work at Rufford Community Park      £ 960.00

022190  K Newsham Salary, expenses and administration                   £ 548.65

022191  B Mawdsley  park maintenance  January 2017                        £ 121.00

022192  K Newsham Salary, expenses and administration
£ 645.06

022193  K Newsham  Salary, expenses and administration
£ 553.40

022194  Westhead Gates salt bin signs
£ 160.00

022195  B Mawdsley  park maintenance February 2017
£157.00

022196  Alty’s Builders Merchants rock salt
£ 97.50

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.

Income

11th February 2017  Burscough Dynamo FC

Use of football field
£ 124.98

351/17  Defibrillators

To discuss replacement pads and battery for defibrillators at Holmeswood and Rufford School. Figure quoted for each school:£238.50 including VAT.

It was resolved the Council would pay the costs for both schools.
352/17      Flood Risk
Clerk read out a letter from CLA on Alt Crossens flood risk issue. CLA will take an active part in a new advisory group and have been pressing the E.A. to extend the deadlines for switching off the pumps in the area. E.A. have agreed to review the notice period.
353/17     Highways and footpaths
Concern was expressed when Jones Builders are to drop the kerb stones on entrance to the development site.
It was resolved that the Clerk should send a letter to the site manager at Jones Builders.

Cllr. Bycroft asked the Clerk could he contact LCC Highways with regards to placing SPID plates on the following lamp posts: 470, 69 and 4 Holmeswood Road. Also SPID sign needs straightening infront of Oak Villa, Holmeswood Road.

It was resolved by the Council for the Clerk to contact LCC Highways with the above concerns.
354/17   Public footpaths  
Footpath No 9 Rufford is in need of repair. Cllr. Fairclough would send details to the Clerk.

It was resolved the Clerk to contact the LCC footpath officer and to keep the Council updated of LCC action.

355/17       Village Halls

            Rufford
 Cllr.Fairclough informed the Council about old council documents which have been stored in the village hall.
It was resolved by the Council that the Clerk would check these documents.

Burscough Dynamo F.C.

On match days, the football club was not adhering to their agreement and were parking on the Village Hall car park and not on Hesketh Arms pub as agreed. The problem is worse when the Village Hall hold its antique fair once per month.. Councillors agreed it was difficult for the football club to enforce strict parking and suggested a sign directing cars to the Hesketh Arms.

It was resolved by the Council to support a sign.

            Holmeswood
An old hedge which had honey fungus has been removed and a new one been planted at a cost of £500.00

It was resolved by the Council to pay the £500.00 to the contractors.

356/17      Recreation grounds
NONE
357/17        Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

Clerk read out the next meeting of LAPTC, Thursday, 20th April 2017, Council Offices, Ormskirk – 7.30 pm
Clerk asked councillors to try and attend the meeting.

The Council noted the time of the meeting.

358/17 Village Society

Council are working in conjunction with the Village Society and Northern Railways in adopting Rufford Railway Station. Clerk and Village Society attended a safety meeting at Leyland Station on 15th February 2017.

Proposals were made to Martin Keating ,Regional Manager, Northern Railways to place planters and plant bulbs etc. on Rufford Station and for Rufford Primary School to plant these up as part of the gardening club at school.

Council awaiting estimates for planters.

The council noted the information and the Clerk would keep councillors updated on details.

359/17       To note and approve the clerk’s report.

NONE
360/17       To note police information
Clerk read out crime figures for:

21/11/2016 – 17/03/2017

The police attended 122 incidents.

21/11/2015 – 17/03/2016

The police attended 102 incidents.

Councillors  were also concerned about the following;

1. Why has the rural crime watch stopped?

2.  Problems when vehicles have been stolen in our area and have ended up in a different forces area – no coordination between forces.

The Council noted the crime figures and asked the Clerk to write to  the Police Commissioner , the Police Chief Constable and Lorraine Elwood, Lancashire Constabulary stating their complaints and asked the Clerk to keep them updated on the various matters.
361/17     To note the date of the next Parish Council Meeting  scheduled for 24th April 2017.
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 24th April 2017
Chairman closed the meeting  at 8.45pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
